Class Title: 7/8 Journalism—Newspaper

Instructor: Mr. DiConti

Contact: adiconti@lcusd.net

When and Where: 2nd Period/Room 310

La Cañada High School 7/8 

Class Overview and Expectations

Dear Students,

This will be an exciting semester, as you will be creating the school newspaper for your fellow students, teachers and administrators of the junior high school. The main purpose of this class is to introduce the basics of journalism including reporting, feature writing, editing, and designing and to produce the school newspaper. 

We are fortunate to have been given brand new laptop-computers equipped with the incredibly powerful software (Adobe Creative Suite CS2) that will enable us to produce a professional looking product that will become our school newspaper. The success of our newspaper will depend on your self-discipline, organization, creativity and time management. 

During this semester students will be able to: 

· Work effectively with a team and learn to appreciate individual differences  
· Meet deadlines

· Research and write feature stories 

· Learn the valuable writing tips of a reporter

· Learn interview techniques 

· Learn to edit articles 

· Learn principles of graphic design

· Learn to write headlines and photo captions

· Lay-out and produce a newspaper

· Learn computer design skills

Class Expectations:

Do your best at all times.

Work cooperatively

Respect your classmates and their property.

Respect your teacher so he can teach.

Be prepared for class: be on time, be at your seat by the 2nd bell and have your materials ready.

Eating and drinking are not allowed during class time. 

Required Materials: Bring everyday to class!

· 3-ring Binder including dividers (your portfolio)

· Pencils and Pens

· Highlighter(s)

· Dictionary

· Small Notepad

· Notebook Paper

· A digital camera (Optional but highly recommended)

· Flash drive (memory stick) to store files

Required Reading:

· Newspapers—for current events and style  

· Websites—for Journalism and News

Grading

You will be evaluated on the following basis:
1. Newspaper Writings: You will write different types of articles for the newspaper such as features, interviews, reviews, investigative reporting, sports stories, etc. and submit these components into your portfolio.

2. Layout Design: you will learn how to create a newspaper layout and submit these components into your portfolio.

3. Vocabulary Quizzes: Newspaper/journalism terminology and on layout/design terms related to the graphics/photo-editing software

4. Portfolio (your binder): This will contain writings, handouts, your designs, and photos, etc. and will be turned in at the end of each 10-week quarter.

5. Participation: Being informed by the news and sharing this knowledge through lively discussion with the class and your group.
6. Your work ethic: Are you using your time wisely? (Examples: reading, writing, working in groups, designing on the computer, researching on the internet, learning at all times.)

7. Homework:   Expect some homework, but the majority of all course work will be completed in the classroom. Homework may vary from reading assignments to worksheets/projects, studying for quizzes, and preparing for your newspaper articles and deadlines.

Grading Policy: Most of our portfolio components will have their own assignment deadlines and will be graded individually. Assignments that are turned in late will be assessed a 5% late-grade for every day after the deadline.

Assessment: All work products, including quizzes and projects, will go home and guided rubrics will be given to students prior to the lesson.
Grades are determined by an accumulation of points and then converted to the percentage scale below.
	Grading Scale

A 90-100

B 89-80
C 79-70
D 69-61
F 60 and below
	Grading Key for Articles:

A=Publishable quality

B=Publishable with editing

C=Substantial editing needed

D=Marginal quality

F=Unacceptable




Final Comments
The activities of this class are dictated by the newspaper deadlines. Students will be given all mini and major deadlines. We will (try to) produce three papers per semester, one paper approximately every five or six weeks. In the beginning weeks of the course, we will focus heavily on instruction in basic journalistic techniques. Instruction will be interspersed with production activities throughout the course.
Please sign this syllabus indicating that you have read and understand the rules and expectations for this class and will abide by them. Insert this syllabus in the front of you class binder.
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Parent: ______________________________________ Date: ______________________
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