Class: Photoshop 8
2008
Length: Semester

Teacher: Mr. DiConti

Room: 310 (Computer Lab)

Overview: 
Photoshop class at the 8th grade level is an introductory class to using Adobe Photoshop CS2. The main focus of this class is producing digital art work via the powerful raster based (pixels) software, Photoshop. Students will learn the basics of Photoshop through practice lessons and final projects that will allow them to express themselves artistically. For this class, Photoshop will not be any different than using a pencil and/or a brush from our art class. The goal is the same in that you will produce an original piece of art. The difference is the approach and the tool. There’s a heavy emphasis on technique just like you would handle any other type of art material and/or tool. For most projects you will practice first with my help. I will show you everything. The key to your success in this class is to be ready to work, coming to class on time, turning in your work in a timely fashion, and learning through observation.
Class Outcomes:

· Show appreciation for a new way to create art

· Learn the basics of Photoshop

· Produce digital art through basic Photoshop skills

· Keep a portfolio of printed work

· Critique and evaluate your artwork

· Apply elements and principles of art and design to your art projects

Materials
· Flash drive – recommend but not required. 
· 1” 3-ring binder or report folder—you must print out all your projects on paper and insert into this folder. It must be in color.  This is turned at the end of both 3rd and 4th quarters.

Lessons

· Many of the lessons will be made available online for those who are frequently absent.

· This is a difficult class to make up if you are gone. This class does not have a textbook, so unless you have Photoshop at home, you will need to make up work after school in order to catch up.
· Coming to class on time is important. If this happens, make sure you do not disrupt the lecture as this is when you will be learning.

Class Rules
· Be here, on time. 
· Be prepared. 
· Participate in class. 
· Never bring in outside work from other subjects/classes.
· Respect the equipment. You are using very expensive equipment!
· Never bring food, drink or gum to the lab.
· Cell phones must be turned off before entering the classroom. 
· It will be taken to the front office if it disrupts class.
· Be in your seat and logged on before the bell rings.
· I will dismiss the class not the bell.
· Log off before leaving the lab.
Grading Policy: 

This class is demanding in the sense that I expect my students to show respect for this “new” art form and for art in general. This will be evident through your actions. In other words, you will earn your grade, whatever that may be.  An <A> grade is one that reflects one’s ability and efforts that go above and beyond what’s expected. Like in my art class, the assumption is you will be as creative and as original as possible. This doesn’t always come easy. Work hard for your grade. Anything less will deserve lower than an <A> grade. 

You will know ahead of time what is expected for each project via a rubric. Just like in your art class, you will grade your own work using the rubric. Ultimately, though, I will evaluate your decisions and grade them accordingly.

Grading Scale: 100-95 A; 94-89 A-; 88-86 B+; 85-80 B-; 79-75 C+; 74-68 C; 67-0 C-

Late Work: Projects that are turned in 1 day past the deadline will be given a full grade drop. An <A> quality work will only be worth a <B> if turned in a day late. (A <B-> becomes a <C->, etc…)

Absent Policy: My policy is aligned with the district’s policy on absences. 
Put this syllabus in your report folder or 1-inch binder.  Have your parents sign on the line below indicating they understand and agree with the information above.
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